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Purpose and benefits
 Comply with federal historic 

preservation regulations

 Identify bridges eligible for listing 
in the National Register

 Identify bridges that are good 
candidates for future 
preservation

 Develop Programmatic 
Agreement (PA) to streamline 
project development



Historic context study

Organize and 
analyze bridges

Evaluate National 
Register eligibility

Identify bridges with 
preservation potential

Conduct field survey
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Identify Preservation Priority bridges
 Develop and apply methodology

 Categorize historic bridges

o Preservation Priority: Commitment to maintain and rehabilitate

o Preservation Candidate: Maintain when prudent and feasible 

o Non-Priority: Can remove and replace when needed  



Preservation 
prioritization 
methodology
overview



Condition score
 Comparative tool

 Indicator of preservation potential

 Isolates factors that typically 
determine whether preservation is 
prudent and feasible 

 Sort condition scores (high to low) 



Apply Additional Considerations



Additional Consideration 1 - Rehabilitation



Additional Consideration 1 - Rehabilitation



Additional Consideration 2 - Geometrics



Additional Consideration 3 - Load



Additional Consideration 4 - Detour



Additional Consideration 5 –
Navigation Control and Restrictions



Additional Consideration 5 –
Navigation Control and Restrictions



Bridge 
Preservation 
Results



Preservation Priority 
Bridge Examples



Preservation 
Priority



Vertical Lift – 1964

Recall No. 009460

Vermillion Parish

Facility Carried:
LA0014BY

Facility Crossed:
Vermillion River/
Abbeville

Preservation Priority



 Consideration 1 - Rehabilitation

 Consideration 2 - Geometrics

 Consideration 3 - Load

 Consideration 4 - Detour

 Consideration 5 - Navigation Control 
and Restrictions

Preservation Priority



Preservation Candidate 
Bridge Examples



Preservation 
Candidate



Through truss – 1952

Recall No. 012548

Bossier Parish

Facility Carried
LA0002

Facility Crossed:
Red River – Miller’s Bluff

Preservation Candidate



 Consideration 1 - Rehabilitation

Consideration 2 - Geometrics

 Consideration 3 - Load

 Consideration 4 - Detour

 Consideration 5 - Navigation 
Control and Restrictions

Preservation Candidate



Non-Priority Bridge Examples



Non-Priority



Non-Priority
Swing Plate Girder –
1935

Recall No. 002830

St.  Charles Parish

Facility Carried:
LA0631

Facility Crossed:
Bayou Des Allemands



Consideration 1 - Rehabilitation

Consideration 2 - Geometrics

Consideration 3 - Load

 Consideration 4 - Detour

Consideration 5 - Navigation 
Control and Restrictions

Non-Priority



Results
 Categorizes 122 historic 

bridges

 Makes commitment to 
Preservation Priority Bridges

 Streamlines efforts for 
LADOTD and local owners

 Provides model for other 
states to consider



Programmatic Agreement Streamlining Benefits



Accomplishments in Historic Bridge 
Preservation: Completed Projects



US 90 Huey P. Long Bridge
Owned by New Orleans Public Belt Railroad







 US 80 Louisville Bridge
Lea Joyner Bridge, Preservation Priority







La. 82 Mermentau River Bridge
Preservation Priority





La. 661 Bayou LaCarpe Bridge
Preservation Candidate





La. 24 Bayou Petit Caillou Bridge (Presque Isle)
Preservation Candidate





Projects Under Design or 
Construction



US 190 Mississippi River Bridge
Huey P. Long Bridge
Preservation Priority





La. 70 Sunshine Bridge
Preservation Priority



La. 39 Claiborne Bridge
Preservation Priority





Projects Under Design



La. 66 Big Bayou Sara Bridge
Preservation Priority



La. 1 Intracoastal 
Waterway Bridge (West 
Larose)
Preservation Candidate



US 11 Bridge
Non Priority 





Questions or Comments?

Email:
LAHistoricBridges@la.gov

Project website:
http://www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/historicbridges/


